
Nelson News from Mali/Senegal 

October 2017 
 

Warm greetings from Senegal/Mali this October evening nearing the end of the rainy season. Just 

days away we hope from the humidity pushing on out of here in preparation for the dry season. 

We’re ready for winter!!! ha! 

ATTENTION and please note change of email address beginning now: snelson.fec10@gmail.com 

 

Let’s catch up a bit because what God is doing here is worth catching up on. Through the early 

months of this year we witnessed a continuation of the power of God’s Word, alive, active and 

working in the hearts of the new believers. I have often marveled at how committed and convinced 

some of the new believers are that they have finally found the Truth and the Truth is setting them 

free. We marvel that they continue to follow and grow in their faith when we have actually taught 

so little of Scripture so far in their language.  

 

And yet just recently God gave me a new revelation in my own prayer time. It was as if the Holy 

Spirit said to me, “why do you marvel at that? Who is the Word of God? Haven’t they accepted ME? 

Aren’t I the WORD made flesh who came to dwell among the sons of man? When they accept me, 

don’t they have all of Me?” (Not at all dependent on our teaching)! 

What a revelation. It changed my thinking and helped my understanding. As someone who reads and 

depends on reading God’s Word to know God’s Word, that revelation has sure given me pause. And 

great encouragement I might add! We still have SO much to learn from our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, perhaps, especially the non-literate! My heart sings. 

 

We celebrate that God has established small communities of Christ followers in at least 4 of the 

main villages we teach in, but also several believers in surrounding villages who come to hear the 

teaching. All praise to God. No one could do that in these circumstances but God Himself. 

 

And so before our very eyes we’re at a new stage of ministry here. Our goal and focus now changes 

from teaching to training trainers. In missiological speak it’s called “secondary indirect 
involvement”. It is hard to believe that we are already experiencing this need.  

 

Coming up in November, (from 6-12), we will be hosting an STS Advanced Training Workshop 

(SimplyTheStory) here in Kedougou. We have an STS specialist coming from Burkina Faso to lead 

our training and a very special team of dear friends from Crossroads Evangelical Church in 

Wauseon, OH coming to help us take care of logistics so we can all concentrate on the training. Our 

own national translators, Samba and Pastor Barry will be the main focus of our training and we have 

invited another Malian friend and church planter (Philipe) to train with us.  

 

Please pray with us for this crucial time of training and learning together and for the months ahead 

as we put our training into practice. Let’s all anticipate together what God’s living Word is going to 

accomplish in the months ahead.  

 

May God bless and encourage each of you! May you find His treasures along your path. 
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